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Minutes of Uphall Community Council – Wednesday 18th November 2020 

Meeting held via Zoom

1. Declaration of Interest      No declarations of interest

2. Attendance and Apologies

Present:   Irene  Bishop  (chair),  David  Flight,  Fraser  Graham,  Lynne  McEwen,  Jonathan  Moore,
George Scott, Cllr Diane Calder , Cllr Chris Horne

Apologies  Gerald Paisey, Pippa Plevin, Liz Scobie, Cllr Janet Campbell, Cllr Angela Doran

Tribute was made to Bob Bow and to Alex Davidson who both sadly died in recent weeks.  Bob Bow
chaired our AGMs over several years and was a great supporter of the Community Council.  Alex Davidson
in his role as Councillor played a large part in the community and the Community Centre.  Our sympathies
go to both families.

George Scott was welcomed to the meeting as a prospective new member.

3. Minutes of the February meetng were agreed.

4. Town Centre Funding

The Community Council agreed that there was a very short timescale to make application for the money
allocated to Uphall.  It was however felt important that a bid was made to use the money for the benefit of
the community.  

A suggestion was received that money could be used for lights in the trees in Ecclesmachan Road. Funding
for these has already been agreed by the Town Centre Management group.

It was agreed to support the following

• Middleton Bowling Club : for restoration work
• Ancre Somme Association : memorial to animals who lost their lives or were injured as a result of

war.
• Open Door Uphall : support for new shutters

3. Blueprint

The Blueprint for Community Councils drawn up by the Joint Forum was discussed at length.  There was
agreement  that  more  meaningful  powers  to  community  councils  would  be  of  benefit,  and  also  more
involvement in council decisions that affect a particular area. It is important that the voice of Community
Councils is heard. There were many positive aspects of the document but more detail is required as to how
the aspirations are achieved.

It was felt however that this should have been agreed by West Lothian Community Councils prior to being
sent out nationally. Concerns were expressed regarding certain implications of the document, The system
of elections is lengthy and may not result in the relevant breadth of skills required. The time required to
carry out some of the tasks was mentioned  A response will be sent to the Joint Forum.  Lynne will draw up
a summary of what was said and circulate 
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4. EANAB

• EANAB has held virtual meetings every month since March
• Edinburgh Airport Limited withdrew all funding to EANAB in March The withdrawal of funding was to

be reviewed in September but that has now been deferred until the end of 2020/beginning of 21
• Funding has been made available however for a review of EANAB chaired by Robert Carr, a senior

partner in the Edinburgh law firm, Anderson Strathearn and Kevin Lang, councillor for the Almond
ward  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh  council.  both  members  of  the  Edinburgh  Airport  consultative
committee.

• The Airspace Change Proposal initiated by EAL in 2019 was paused in April 2020 but talks are
ongoing between EAL and the Civil Aviation Authority to recommence the process.

• Various consultations have been responded to by EANAB members.
• Discussion/virtual meetings have been held with the Independent Com mission on Civil  Aviation

Noise (ICAAN) which was established in 2019 with the aim of improving trust in the management of
aviation noise.

• Work is ongoing by members of EANAB in conjunction with EAL regarding the management of flight
profiles with a view to minimising the impact of aviation noise on communities.

• Work is also ongoing by members of EANAB regarding the health impacts of aviaition noise on
residents including the impact of night time flights.

5. AGM

The Community Council agreed to continue the same office bearers as we could not hold the 2020 AGM.
Confirmation is to be received on when accounts are to be finalised.

6. Correspondence/consultations over the summer months

During the summer period, there had been consultation with Aldi in regard to their proposed new store in
Greendykes Road and with Uphall Estates with regard to housing.  Both meetings were well organised.
Concerns were expressed with regard to traffic congestion  at Uphall estates.

A request was received fom EANAB for community councils to contribute £50.00 to finance a minute keeper
for meetings. There was no agreement on this from UCC.

7. Other business

Concern was raised at the convey of lorries proceeding up the Ecclesmachan Road

The garden at the foot of the Ecclesmachan Road has been well maintained.  Thanks were expressed to
Irene, Jonathan and Liz Dick for their work on this.

Date of next meeting 16th December


